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ARTIST STATEMENT

Since early 2009 it has been my privilege to serve as an Artist In Residence in the
Department of Palliative Care and Rehabilitation Medicine at the University of Texas M.
D. Anderson Cancer Center. No matter how many times I pass through the hospital
doors, I always feel like I’'m walking on sacred ground. In my mind’s eye, I often see a
trail of rose petals forming a pathway into the hospital building, onto the Acute Palliative
Care Unit, and into the patients’ rooms. Sitting quietly with each person, listening
closely to their stories through conversations that range across a broad emotional and
existential spectrum, the etheric rose petals often appear to change color before my eyes.

It has been an unbelievable privilege to participate in Dr. Jennifer Wheler’s organization,
COLLAGE: The Art for Cancer Network, and to collaborate closely with the
distinguished painter Lynn Randolph. Working together, Lynn and I assist patients and
their caregivers in creating meaningful texts and images to express their insights and
experiences. Working at the bedside and the chairside, people will often describe a scene
that Lynn will create visually, while I gently encourage them to talk and make notes to
help crystallize their thoughts. Once the artwork is complete, I read the person’s words
back to them. The image and the narrative are then inscribed into a handmade paper
notebook, which the person is able to keep and share with their family. In this way, the
portable microenvironment of the text provides a durable yet tender memory of this
transient moment in their lives.



